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CCM IX. 2. 


T here is one Event to the Rt 'phteous 
and to the av cked. 


HE PER the Epicureans againſt 
Providence, x well with their Doctrine 
concerning the Beginning of the World, and 
is every whit as fooliſh and unreaſonable. 

They ell us, - "han ſuch an Attendance upon the 


Works "of Nature and the Actions of Men, as Provi- 


dence implies, is too nean for God's ſupreme Great- 
neſs, and too troubleſome for his complete Happineſs ; 
that his Enjoyments and Satisfactions would be inter- 
rupted with his Cares; that he muſt be wearied with 
the endleſs Continuance, and diſtracted with the infinite 
Variety of. them ; that Men are too inconfiderable, for 
him to regard what they do; that he is fo far from 
being concerned, from being either pleaſed or angry 
with them, that hei is not ſo much as a 8 tor of 


their Actions; worſhipping or blaſpheming him, doing 


right or wrong one to another, is all alike ; nothin 
can move him to take Notice, much leſs to interpo 
or meddle to do them either Good or Harm. This 
Kind of Reaſoning was juſtly deſpiſed for the Weak- 
neſs of it, and juſtly ſuſpected to be rather a crafty In- 
ſinuation of of Ach, and a —_——_— of their Deſign 


againſt 


n 


againſt Religion, than a Way of good and concluſive 
Arguing, even in their own Opinion. | 
How could Men, that diſcqurie clearly. and. conj 
ſtently in many other Matters, fall into ſuck à pyots 
. Miſtake, as to conclude concerning the Nature of God, } 
which is infinitely perfect, from the Defects and Im- * 
perfections of a Man? 5 „ 
Becauſe we cannot attend long, nor to many Things F 
at once, but are tired with thinking, and perplexed 
with Doubts, wavering and uncertain to reſolve, err- 
ing in the Choice of our End, and, when that is well 
choſen, eaſily bewildered and loſt in our Way: There- 
fore Infinite Knowledge and Almighty Power muſt be þ 
liable to the ſame Inconveniences with our Ignorance 3 X 
and Weaknels. | 1 
Plainly to repeat ſuch an Argument, is enough for = 
the Anſwer of it. | | FA, 
The more uſual Objection againſt Providence is more 3 
difficult, which all that have treated upon that Subject, / 
.have thought worthy of a very ſerious Conſideration. | 
If God govern the World, how come Things to paſs 
ſo unlikely to be ſuffered by infallible Wiſdom and 
uſtice ? . ' - K 
What Rule is it by which he diſtributes good and . 
evil fag: | | ; 1 
_ - How muſt we defend his Goodneſs, when the Righ- 1 
teous are in Adverſity, and the Wicked. proſper ? is 
Why do not Things befal Men according to their 
Works; but oftentimes. there be: juſt Men unto! whom 
it happeneth according to the Work of the Wicked ; a- : 
gain, there be wicked Men to whom it happeneth accor- 15 
ding to the Work of the Righteous? Eccleſ. viii. 14. 4 
How come al/ Things alike unto all, one Event to the 
Righttous and to the Unclean; to him that ſacrificeth, f 
and to him tbat ſacrsficeth not? As is the good, ſo is 4 
| — _ and he that ſfweareth, as he that feareth an 4 
Vath. | 


: 8 


It 


—— — — — 


„ 
It is no Wonder that theſe ſhould be hard Queſtions 
to them who knew nothing certainly of Rewards and 


Puniſhments after Death. ; 
But it would ſeem ſtrange, that they who were bet- 


ter inſtructed by Revelation, ſhould be at a Stand 


ſometimes, and doubtful what to reſolve; if every 
Day's Experience did not teach us how apt even wiſe 
Men are to hearken to the Suggeſtions of Paſſion a- 
gainſt Reaſon, and to break out into haſty Expreſſions, 
contrary to their habitual Perſuaſion. 

Job complains, Wherefore do the Wicked live, be- 
come old, ye are mighty in Power ? Their Houſes are 


ſafe from Fear, neither is the Rod of God upon them, 


Job xxi.' 7, 9. 

David faith of himſelf, I was envious at the Fooliſh, 
when ¶ ſaw the Proſperity of the Wicked. They are 
not in Trouble as other Men; neither are they plagued 


'Hike other Men, Pſal. Ixxiii. 3, 6. 


He was ready to conclude that he had been a good 

Man to no Purpoſe. Verily, I have cltanſed my Heart 
in-wain, and waſhed n Hands in Innocence. For all 
the Day long I have been plagued, and chaftened every 
Morning, Verl. 13, 14. 
They were tempted to a prophane Miſbelief; their 
Thoughts were diſcompoſed K r a little while, but pre- 
ſently ſettled again; as appears in the Proceſs of their 
Diſcourſes, in which they recover into the Way of 
Reaſoning aright concerning theſe Tings, and anſwer 
their own Objections. _ | — Tk 

Solomon calls this an Evil under the Sun, that there 
is one Ewent to all: EKceleſ. ix. 3. Not that he either 
doubts of or blames God's Providence, but the great 
Evil ſpoken of is the Evil of Mens fooliſh Conltruc- 
tion and falſe Conſequence, mentioned in the Words 
following ; Yea, alſo the Heart of the Sons of Men is 
Full of Evil, and Maaneſs is in their Hearts while 
they live. This ſeems to be the ſame Effect of the 
ſame Cauſe which are plainly deſcribed, Eccleſ. viii. 11. 
Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Wark is not executed 


B 2 ſdeedily, 


(4) 


red, therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men is ful- 
ly ſet to do Evil. 85 
But whatever thoſe Men, who would by all Means 
diſcharge themſelves of the Fear of God, may be for- 
ward to infer from this Uncertainty of Events, either 
that there is no Providence, or, that God is uncon- 


cerned whether Men be juſt or unjuſt; it will appear, 
when the whole Matter is laid together, that their In- N 
ference is raſh and ill- grounded; that Reaſon, as well If 


as Religion, is againſt them ; that this Order in the 
Government of the World is neceſſary to the Wiſdom, 
and conſiſtent with the Juſtice of God, and with his 
Goodneſs too, and with David's Teſtimony concern- 
ing him, P/al. xi. 7. The righteous Lord Ioveth Right 
teouſneſs, bis Countenance doth behold the Upright. _ 
'There is indeed very often one Event of Health and 
Sickneſs, Riches and Poverty, Peace and War, Victory +. 
and Defeat, to the Righteous and to the Wicked, of 67 
which common Obſervation is Proof enough, without 7 
the Authority of the Scripture : But this is no Argu- f 
ment againſt Providence, as it will appear, if theſe 7 
three Things be conſidered. —_ a ? 


I. That for the ſame Things uncertainly and indiffe- 
rently to befal the Righteous and the Wicked in 
this Life, is unavoidably neceſſary, y 


IT. That they who from thence obje& againſt Pro- 14 
vidence, are no competent Judges in the Caſe, and 
ſuppoſe in their Objection that which is falſe. 


| III. That, however, the Day of Judgment is a ſuf- 
ficient Anſwer to their Objection. | = 


I. For the ſame Things uncertainly and indifferent- 
ly to befal the Righteous and the Wicked in this Life, 'Y 
zs unavoidably neceſſary. | " i 
If Proſperity and Affliction were the certain Effects 4 
of God's Love and Hatred, the conſtant Marks of his 
Favour and Diſpleaſure, it would be impoſſible to re- 
0 concile 


63 


concile what we ſee every Day, with what we are 
taught to believe. But Proſperity and Affliction have 
other Cauſes, and there is a Neceſſity of their hap- 


1 uncertainly, one Event to the Righteous and to 
7 


the Wicked, as well from the Nature of Men, as from 
their Relations and mutual Dependencies, and from the 
Order of this Life to the next as a State of Probation. 
This Neceflity will be evident, if we confider, 

1. There muſt be one Event to the Righteous and 
to the Wicked, becauſe Men have the ſame Dominion 
over their own Actions, and do that which themfelves 
chuſe to do. | | 

The Fire and Hail, the Ice and Snow fulfil the Will 
of God, the Plants flouriſh and wither, and the Seafons 
change, and the Heavenly Bodies move exactly accor- 
ding to the Intention and Defign of their Maker, not 
by any Senſe or Knowledge in them, but by a Neceſ- 
ſity of Nature: But Man is endued with Knowledge, 


and muſt fulfil the Will of God in another Way, as di- 


reed by a Rule, and perſuaded by ſufficient Motives; 
not conſtrained by Almighty Power, as the mechani- 
cal World, but ſubmitting freely to the ſovereign Au- 
thority of God, who hath ſhewed him the of his 
Creation, and expects from him a reaſonable Service, 
and hath ſet before him Good and Evil, Life and 
Death, that he may chufe either Obedience and its Re- 
ward, or Sin and its Puniſhment. kx 

This is Man's Nature, and God's Way of govern- 
ing it. And tho' ſometimes he changes the Hearts of 
Men, alters their Inclinations, makes them chuſe and 
reſolve as it feems expedientto him, by an Influence on 
their Underſtanding and Will, which they neither diſ- 
cern nor can reſiſt ; yet the Reaſon of this Argument 
is ſtill the fame, becauſe this ſecret and effectual Opera- 
tion of God doth not take away the Natural Liberty of 


Man's Will, but only over-rule and determine it in ſome 


particular Caſes. In others he leayes Men to them- 
ſelves. He commands them to worſhip him, and ſuf- 
fers them to worſhip Idols; he requires them to be obe- 
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dient to Superiors, and juſt to one another, and permits 
them to be guilty of Diſobedience, Rebellion, Mur- 
der, Adultery, Robbery, Falſe Witneſs and all the Ma- 
| lice and Fraud, and violent perverting of Judgment 
and Juſtice that Men are tempted to by Ambition and 
Coveteouſneſs. | 
Since therefore a great Part of Mens Calamities hap- 

pens to them by the Wickedneſs of their Neighbours, 
and Wealth and Greatneſs oftentimes are procured 
their own Wickedneſs and Uſurpation, which thoug 
God diſapproves and ſtrictly forbids, and declares that 
he will puniſh, yet, if he doth not interpoſe his irreſi- 
ſtible Power to hinder, it evidently follows, that the 
Sin of the Oppreſſor may make him rich and proſpe- 


rous, and the innocent oppreſt Man poor and afflited ; 


and that theſe Things muſt fall out as uncertainly as we 
ſee they do, becauſe they depend upon ſo uncertain a 
Thing as the Will of Man. 

. muſt be one Event to the Righteous and to 
the Wicked, becauſe a great deal of Proſperity and Af- 
fliction befals Men, not as the Reward or the Effect of 
any Thing done by themſelves, but by Deſcent from 
their Parents, whoſe Virtues and Vices have great In- 
' fluence upon the Perſons. and Fortunes of their Chil- 
dren, by the Providence of God, and by the Laws of 
Men, and by -the Courſe of Nature. 

Firſt, Proſperity or Affliction _ to the Children 
from the Obedience or Sin of the Parents by the Provi- 
_ dence of God, according to this declared and oft re- 
peated Rule, That he wifits the Iniquity of the Fathers up- 
on the Children unto the third and fourth Generation of 
them that hate him; and ſheweth Mercy unto thouſands 
| of them that love him and keep his Commandments, Exod. 
Xx. 5, 6. and xxxiv. 7. Deut. v. 9, 10. Jer. xxxii. 18. 
Of this there are many Examples in the Scripture, 
not only when Children imitate the Sin of their Parents, 
as for Inſtance, when they commit Idolatry, and wor- 
ſhip the falſe Gods of their Fathers; or, when they 
partake in their Guilt, in keeping that which to their 


7 Know- 


1 


Knowledge was got by Fraud and Oppreſſion; or, add 

they inherit Eſtates with a Curſe for the Injuſtice and 

Extortion with which they were raiſed, though that In- 

juſtice and Extortion be unknown to them, in which 

PIT may be found guilty, and the Owner ac- 
uitted. | | 

' Beſides all theſe Caſes, we find the innocent Children 


ſuffering for the Sins of their Forefathers. . 


Some think it very difficult to make out the Juſtice of 
this Proceeding. _. 

But the Sovereignty of God ſignifies little if it will 
not ſerve to defend his Juſtice, in making Men rich or 
poor, live long or die ſoon; if it be not a ſatisfactory 
Account for ſuch Things, that the ſupreme Lord gave 
and took away. | 

But this Way and Method of Providence may be alſo 
defended from the Uſefulneſs of it to reſtrain Men. that 
believe from the Commiſſion of Sin, eſpecially thoſe 
groſs and crying Sins for which the Sinner ſhall not be 
puniſhed in his Perſon only, but alſo in the Calamities 
and Deſtruction of his Poſterity. 

Thus the Wiſdom of God provides, that the Anti- 
dote ſhall grow upon the ſame Root from which the 
Poiſon ſprings, that the Remedy againſt the moſt dan- 

rous Temptations ſhall be found in the ſame Affection 

om whence the Temptation ariſes. 
Nothing doth more generally and powerfully and 
conſtantly affect Men, then the Concerns of their Chil- 
dren; For their Sakes they will imbitter their whole 
Life with continual Cares, patiently undergo the moſt 
ſlaviſh Drudgeries, be guilty of the vileſt Actions, do 
any Thing, and endure any Thing, to leave their Po- 
ſterity more Wealth and an higher Place ; -and yet, if 
ſome of them may be believed, they deſire neither 
Riches nor Honour for themſelves: They talk of the 
World like Philoſophers ; a little is enough for all the 
Neceſſities and all the Delights of Nature; a retired 
Life is the moſt pleaſant and the moſt ſecure; to ſit al- 
ways at a Feaſt is but to be always tempted to — 


| (87 
and- from numerous Attendance there is more Trouble 
and Danger than uſeful Service. 

Now if the Defire to leave their Poſterity great makes 
this fine Talk ſignify nothing, and forces them notwith- 
ſtanding into all the Troubles, and Dangers, and 
Temptations ta which covetous and ambitious Men are 
expoſed; let them confider this Way of Providence, 
and if they believe it, it will cure them of that diſeaſed 
Temper of Mind for which their Philoſophy, though 
true, proves an inſufficient Remedy ; they will be con- 

inced, that a little left to their Children, with all the 
Bleſſings that attend upon Religion and Faithfulneſs, and 
Juſtice and Charity, is a better Inheritance than the 


greateſt Fortunes with a Curſe ; that the biggeſt Heap 


of Treaſure is but a poor Proviſion, if, whilſt the Fa- 
ther lays up the Gains of * God lays up his 
Iniguity for his Children, Job xxi. 10. 


ondly, Proſperity or Affliction happens to the 


Children from the Virtues or Sins of the Parents by the 
Laws of Men. A Man ſees himſelf entering into Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Honour and Wealth of his Anceſtors, and 
rejoices in the Bleflings of his Family which he was 
born to inherit : But ſuddenly he finds his Condition 
changed, the Deſcent of the Honour of his Houſe in- 
tercepted, and the Eſtate confiſcated, and the Blood 
tainted ; and all this, not for his own Sin, but for the 
Sin of his Father. This Proceeding of the Law is pru- 
dent, becauſe many Men are ſo deſperate, that no Con- 
fideration of themſelves can reſtrain them from Miſ- 
chief, and yet ſuch Men are afraid to ruin their Poſteri- 
ty, and, by that Fear, are withheld from the greateſt 
Miſchief. And this Proceeding is not only prudent but 
juſt, becauſe the Reaſon of the publick hath a 
Title in all Mens Honours and Eſtates antecedent and 
ſuperior to their private Right, and reſerved either im- 
plicitly or expreſly in the Laws of all Nations. 

There is another Conſideration of human Laws in 
this Argument of Proſperity or Affliction by Deſcent, 


viz. That Laws make not a Man's Virtue his Title 


to 


1 
3 


Abode, that they cannot be di 


(9) 


to his Eſtate, but Inheritance, or Gift, or Purchaſe, or 
any juſt Way of —_— it; nor doth a Man forfeit 
what he hath by the moſt common Vices ; ſo that a 


fooliſh and riotous Heir of a provident Father juſtly 


1 that Wealth and Plenty which he — and 
urfeits upon, and waſtes prodigally till it be all gone, 
and leaves perhaps to a wiſe an woo Son all the Cala- 
mities of Poverty, and more; for mere Poverty is not 


ſo great an Affliction, as Poverty after Riches, and 


Want after Abundance. 

To conclude, 'there is a Deſcent of Good and Evil 
by the Courſe of Nature. A riotous Man may have re- 
ceived from his temperate and healthful Parents fuch a 


| vigorous and firm Conſtitution as will endure great, and 


long and frequent Debauches before it be quite broken, 


| and this Man's ſober and temperate Son, notwithſtand- 


ing all his Care and good Government of himſelf, may 


be fick for thoſe Debauches, and feel thoſe Pains and 


Aches which his Father's Exceſs deſerved ; for in this 


Senſe too, the Iniquity of the Fathers i is viſited upon the 


Children, 

Now if Parents, being evil themſelves, may have 
good Children, and, being good themſelves, may have 
evil re and may have Children like themſelves, 
whether * or evil, and yet Proſperity or Af. 
fliction all theſe Children by the e A ene of 
their Parents; it muſt neceſſarily bew, that theſe 
Things are uncertain, and that there muſt be one rr | 


to the Righteous and to the Wicked. 
3. There muſt be one Event to the Righteous and to 


tbe Wicked, becauſe they are ſo mixt together in their 


Perſons, and Intereſts, 2 2 — * Places of 
in the Events 


that befal — They march and ad echt in the ſame 


Army, and fare alike in Danger or Safety, Abundance 


or Famine, Conqueſt or Defeat. They live together in 
the City, and muſt breath in the ſame wholeſome or in- 


fected Air. They ſail in the ſame Ships, and the Ha- 


zards of the Sea, Storms or good Weather, fair or croſs 
Winds, 


(10) 
Winds, a fafe Arrival or Shipwreck are alike for them 


both. They eat of the delicious or coarſe Fare, tbe 


plentiful or ſcarce Proviſion, at the ſame Table. 

Good and bad Men are mixed in the World as the 
Tares and the Wheat in the Parable : If you will have 
the Wheat grow, the Tares muſt grow too; if you will 
ll up the Tares, the Roots are entangled, and the 
heat muſt come up with it; they cannot be parted 
till the Harveſt; then the Wheat muſt be gath into 
the Barn by itſelf, and the Tares burnt. So ſhall the 
Good and Bad, who muſt for a while live together, and 


take Part one with another in ſuch Things as happen, 


be for ever divided at the Refarrefion of the Dead. 

Then the believing Huſband and the unbelieving 
Wife, the religious Parents and the ungracious Children, 
the juſt Magiſtrate and the ſeditious and unruly People, 


the good and charitable Man and his envious and mali- - 


cious Nei r, who could not be ſeparated in m 
of he Bhd —— Life, ſhall now — 
ver be ſeparated, to be happy or miſerable alone by 
themſelves. = . 
But whilſt they live here, they muſtſhare one in ano- 


ther's Fortune, and enjoy the fame Proſperity, or ſuffer 1 


the ſame Affliction together. n ä 
4. There muſt be one Event to the Rigbteont and to 
the Wicked, for the more evident and certain diſt inguiſh- 
ing of them one from another. 4 ator 5 
Tbe Devil's Inſmuation againſt Job's Integrity would 
have been unanſwerable if it had been true, wiz. That 
his Service of God was for the World's Sake, that his 
Love would be changed into Defpight, and his Prayers 
into Curſing, if he were afflicted. But his Behaviour in 
the greateſt Aſſtiction that ever befel a mere Man was an 
undeniable Proof of his Sincerity. - 'Thoſe in whom the 
Love of the World is the ruling Affection, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, 'trouble not themſelves much about Religi- 
on or. Jaſtice. | Virtue ſometimes helps a little, but 
more often hinders them from obtaining their End; at 
leaſt they think ſo; Vet theſe Men would be very de- 
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yout and preciſe, if by ſuch Means they might be rich 
and great, and enjoy all Manner of Pleaſure, and have 
Satisfaction to all their Deſires. The Men to whom 
Gain is better than Godlineſs, would not be Extortio- 
ners if more were to be gotten by Juſtice : They would 
not be cruel and without Compaſſion to the Poor, if 
they believed that their Wealth would increaſe by what 
they gave away : — would not ſend their Adventures, 
to Arabia and India it they could have a better Market 
at Home; if building the Temple, and giving liberally 
to the Altar would return their Stock with more Profit. 
If Religion were now become the only Way for the 
Proud to be advanced, and for the Voluptuous to be 
filled with ſenſual Delights, and for the Spiteful to be 
revenged, what a Change would there ſuddenly be in 
the Manners of wicked Men ! _ reft woe 
ſeem? Very in outward Appearance, an 
— as bad as — op Garb indeed of oy 0 but 
deceiving themſelves as well as others with a Diſguiſe ; 
having a Form, of Godlineſs, but denying the Power ; 
being all the while in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 
Bond's of Iniquity ; Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers 
of God; having their Hearts full of all the Abomina- 
tions of Pride, and the Idolatry of Covetouſneſs. 
Flatterers pretend to be, and ſometimes think them- 
ſelves, fincere and faithful Friends; but when the Man 
whom they love ſo paſſionately is falling, and they get 
as far off as they can from the Ruins of his Greatnels, 
then at laſt they find out the Myſtery, if they knew it 
not before; that all their fond and officious Service was 


not Reſpect to him, but themſelves; that they did not 


love his Perſon but his Fortune, his Gifts, and the Be- 
nefits they hoped to receive from his Power. | 
Such a. Diſcovery: doth this Way of Providence make. 
Since there is one Event to the Righteous and to the Wick- 
ed: Since Men are poor and deſpiſed, notwithſtanding 
their Juſtice and Religion, and, as it ſometimes hap- 
pens, the poorer and the more deſpiſed for their Sake; 
the Men, who care for Nothing but this Worms : 
$4. 1 0 , 


good and evil Things of this Life happen to 


( 12') 
Good, will be unjuſt, and faithleſs, and unthankful and 
perjur'd if it will ſerve their Turn better. They will 
fay wnto God, depart from us, for aue deſire not the Know- 


ledge of thy Ways. What is the Almighty, that we 
4% cul we have, if 


ſhould ſerve him ? And what Profit /þ 
ave pray unto him, Job. xxi. 14, 15. | 
That which would have been Hypocriſy, if Religion 
would have done their Buſineſs, will be Prophaneneſs, 
if it will not. That which would have been the ſecret 
Wickedneſs of the moſt cloſe and retired Thoughts, 
ſcarce reflected on by him that thinks it, will now be 
the open Wickedneſs of Word and Deed. 'The Man 
will be known to the World that would have been un- 
known to himſelf. He will be thus much nearer to 
Repentance, that he cannot be deceived in himſelf, and 
think he needs it not. * 
On the other Side, if a Man will be religious and 
juſt, tho? he be never ſo great a Loſer by it, if he will 
hold faſt his Integrity in Riches and Poverty, in Honour 
and Diſgrace, in good and evil Report, when he is ad- 


vanced, and when he is perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 


Sake ; this will be a Demonſtration that he fears and 
loves God above all, that the Laws of God are the 


Rules of his Life, that he makes it his Buſineſs to be 


ſaved, that his — Worſhip is not for worldly 
Reſpects, and that his good Actions are not perverted 
and changed into Sins by corrupt Ends and Motives. 
The Sum of all theſe Particulars is, that 74 the 
en 
the Juſtice or Injuſtice of their Neighbours, who 1555 
Free- will, and though they are forbidden under ſevere 
Penalties, yet they are not irreſiſtibly reſtrained from 
doing Injury; that Men are proſperous or afflicted by the 
Virtues or Vices of their Parents; that the Good and 
Bad are ſo mixt that they cannot in many Caſes but fare 
alike; and that the Diſtinction betwixt the Good and 
the Bad is thereby made much more evident and undeni- 
able; and therefore there muſt be one Event to the Righ- 
tecus and to the Wicked, © N | 
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But for a farther Anſwer, all is not true that is implied 
in this Objection. For, | 


II. It will appear, that they who make this Objecti- 
on againſt Providence are. no competent Judges of that 
which their Objection 7 * 

It is ſuppoſed in this Objection that the Righteous en- 
dure ſo much Grief, and the Wicked enjoy ſo much 
Pleaſure, as cannot conſiſt with God's Love to the 
Righteous, and Anger at the Wicked, if he take notice 
os be concerned in that which happens. 

The better to judge of this — gp let two 
Things be conſidered. 1. That by the outward Eſtate 


of Men we know very little of their preſent Grief or 


Pleaſure, we cannot infer from thence which is the good 
and which is the bad Condition. | 


1. By the outward Eſtate of Men we know v lit- 
tle of their preſent Grief or Pleaſure. That's a ſecret 


Thing, and depends upon hidden Cauſes, moſt of all 


upon thoſe prevailing Affections that take up and em- 
ploy their Thoughts. | 1 
It is viſible who hath Lands and great Houſes, and 
who hath none, who is followed by a long Train and re- 
ceives the Reſpects and the Compliments, and who may 
go whither he will without any Notice; but which of 
theſe two enjoys himſelf beſt, and lives moſt at Eaſe, 


is ſtill a Queſtion, which they, who reſolve by what 


they ſee, are likely to be miſtaken in their Reſolution, 
to miſplace their Envy and Pity, to envy the Men that 
are miſerable in all their great Pomp and State, and to 
pity them who are happy in their Obſcurity ; to judge 


unrighteous Judgment, becauſe they judge by outward 


8 Mr 
ipture, and Reaſon, and Experience teach us, 
that good Men have the moſt true Delight .both in Pro- 
ſperity and Affliction; that they have great Peace who 
love God's Law, and nothing can offend them. Pal. 
cxix, 165. 

2 | = 


a 

In Proſperity there are many Things contribute to and 
improve -—# y + of the Good: A quiet Conſcience, 
Truſt, in , Moderation, Humility, Prudence and 
Temperance, and Juſtice and Fortitude, which are  fuch 
Things that Men can have nothing more profitable in their 

Life, Wild. viii. 7. | 
In ordinary Calamity, ſuch as Sickneſs, Loſſes, &c, 
the Righteous have great Relief and Eaſe from their 
Repentance and Prayers, and endeavour to make a Be- 
— of their Croſs, and humble Reſignation and Sub- 
miſſion to God, and their Belief concerning the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of his Providence; but if they be perſe- 
cuted for Righteouſneſs Sake; if the Apoſtles and Mar- 
tyrs ſuffer for the Confeſſion of . it may be a Ca- 
lamity in the Judgment of their Perſecutors, but to their 
own Senſe it is a State of Joy and Triumph. Chrift 
tells his Diſciples, In the World ye ſhall have Tribulati- 
on, but in me ye ſhall have Peace. Rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven. Theſe 
Things have I ſpoken, that my Foy might remain in you, 
and that your 5 might be full. St. Paul exhorts them, 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Be careful for nothing, but 
in every Thing by Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſ- 
giving let your Requeſis be made known unto God; and 
the Peace of God, which paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall 
keep your Hearts and Minds, through Chriſt Jeſus. Re- 
Joice evermore ; in every Thing give Thanks. He gives 
an Account of himſelf when he was going to his Mar- 
tyrdom not like a Man overpreſſed with Grief, I am 
now ready to be offered, and the Time of my Departure is 
at Hand. I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed 
my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that Day, 2 
Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. They were impriſoned, and ſcourg- 
ed, and baniſhed, and killed all the Day long, yet full 
of Conſolation. They were troubled on every Side, but 
not difireſſed ; perplexed, but not in Deſpair ; perſecuted, 
but 
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but no! Jon i caſt down, but not deſtroyed ; forrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing ; having nothing, and yet poſ- 
ſefſing all Things. They ſuffered all that malicious 
Men in Power could do, but they avere ſtrengthened with 
all Might unto all Patience and Long-ſuffering with 
Toyfulneſs. They were thought to be in great Miſery, 
by thoſe who could look no farther than the outward 
Appearance; but all that while they had the mighty 
Support of Faith and Hope, the ſtrong Conſolations 
of Grace and the Holy Spirit, St. Stephen's Viſion, 
Heawen opened, and Jeſus landing on the Right Hand 
of God; into whoſe Preſence, where there is Fulneſs 
of Joy, they ſhould make ſo much the more Haſte, by 
how much the ſharper their Sufferings were. h 
On the other Side, Men magnify the Proſperity of 
the Rich, let them be never ſo. pad, and they call the 
Proud, happy ; but the Account will be another 'Thing, 
if the Abatements be deduQted. Their Pleaſures are 
ſhort, a Blaze, the Crackling of Thorns under a Pot, 
often interrupted, not by unlucky Accidents only, but 
moſt of all by their own unruly Paſſions; which are fo 
many Vipers, always breeding within them, and gnaw- 
ing through their Bowels. The Wicked are like the 
troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up 
Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to 
the Wicked, Iſa. Ivii. 20, 21, What Peace can they 
have who entertain ſuch Enemies to Peace within them- 
ſelves ? Pride, Scornfulneſs, Envy, Vain-glory, fooliſh 
Hope, inſatiable Defire ; whoſe Enjoyments are eaſily 
corrupted with Diſcontent; who deſpiſe their own Suc- 
ceſs in Things of the greateſt Value, if they be diſap- 
inted in a Trifle ; whoſe Pleaſures are often purcha- 
ed with long and ſharp Pains, that tread upon the 
Heels of them. And altho* Conſcience ſeems to give 
them but little Trouble, to be either reconciled to what 
they do, or faſt aſleep, and to obſerve nothing ; yet 
every now and then it ſcares them with Dreams, and 
terrifies them with Viſions, - and upon ſome ſurpriſing 
| C2. Accident 
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Accident will be apt to ſtart of a ſudden, and awake 
in a great Affright, and will not without much ado be 
pacifed and laid to Sleep again. | 
This is very often the Infide of that gawdy Shew 
that the Proſperity of the Wicked makes. Their Af- 
ſlictions are not ſo apt to deceive the Standers-by ; 
there it is eaſy to ſee how their Sins and — 
Luſts, and evil Conſcience, increaſe their Torment: 
They have uſed Religion too ill to expect any Relief 
from thence ; they know not how to make God their 
Refuge; they are, it may be, too ſtubborn and defpe- 
rate to pray at all, or too guilty to pray with any 
Confidence; their Pride and Havghtineſs makes them 
more impatient; they break their Teeth with biting 
the Chain; they ſtruggle with that which is too ſtrong 
for them; they can neither caſt off nor bear their Bur- 
then; they have no Patience, becauſe they have ne 
* and are without God in the World. 
| e Sum of this Conſideration is, 'That whatever 
< the Condition of Men be, high or low, rich or poor, 
Solomon's Obſervation will be found true, that God gi- 
weth to a Man that is good in his Sight, Wiſdom, and 
Knowledoe, and Joy, but to the Sinner he giveth Tra- 
vel, Eccleſ. ii. 26. And therefore they who conclude 
of Mens prefent Grief or Pleaſure by their outward 
Eſtate, are incompetent Judges, and miſtake the Mat- 
7 ter. TY | | 
- But ſuppoſing their Judgment concerning Mens pre- 
ſent wes true, Uhr the Calamities — as = 
vous, and the Pleaſures as entire and perſect as they 
ſeem : Yet, SANDS 
2. From the Knowledge of Mens prefent Grief or 
Pleafure, we cannot infer which is the good, and which 
is the bad Condition, | 
When the Effet of Mens Fortunes upon their 
Minds and Manners is ſeen, how a laſting Content- 
ment is obtained or loſt ; how the Happineſs of ano- 
ther Life is ſecured or negleRed ; then, and * till 
| | 1 then, 


4 3 
then, a certain Judgment may be made. Now, upon 
Enquiry, it will be found, that in theſe Reſſ both 
Conditions prove an Advantage to the Good by their 

Uſe, and a Miſchief to the Wicked by their 

buſe of them. | A 

The Righteous in Authority encourage and counte- 
nance-the „ relieve the Oppreſſed, break the Faws 
of the Wicked, and pluck the Spoil out of their Teeth, 
Job xxix. 17. and by their Juſtice and Temperance, 
and Reverence to God and to holy Things, bring Re- 
ligion and Virtue into more Eſteem, and do as much 
as in them lies to convert Sinners. However, they are 
ſuch a Check and Reſtraint upon them, that their wic- 
ked Diſpoſition cannot ſo openly and boldly diſcover 
itſelf as it would, if they were let alone, both in do- 
ing Wrong, and enticing others to do the ſame Sins 
which they commit. | 

When the Righteous abound in Wealth, they make 
to themſelves Friends of the unrighteous Mammon ; the 
ive Alms, feed the Hungry, oath the Naked, viſit 
S Fatherleſs, and the Widow in their Diſtreſs ; watch 
and pray, leſt Luxury, or Pride, or Prophaneneſs, or 
Uncharitableneſs, ſhould turn their temporal Bleſſings 
into Plagues and Curfes ; they truſt not in uncertain 
Riches, but in the living God, whoſe Gifts. they re- 
ceive with Thankfulneſs and Fear ; they do good, and 
are rich in good Works as well as great Poſſeſſions; 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate ; laying up 
in Store for themſelves a good Foundation againſt the 
Time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal Life, 
1 Tim. vi. 18, 19. | 
The Wicked may be in the ſame Proſperity, but 
with another Behaviour. The worſe they are, the 
more they will be tempted and inſnared ; they which 
were proud and vain before, will be inſenſibly led a- 
way into more Pride, and more Vanity, forgetful of 
him who made the Difference, eaſily abuſed into mon- 
ſtrous Conceits of themſelves, and the moſt unjuſt Com- 
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pariſons of themſelves with others; ſoftened ſo much 
with Delight, that they will be able to endure nothing 
that is croſs to their Will and Humour, ſetting no 
Bounds to their Enjoyments, impatient of having their 
preſent Pleaſures allayed with Conſideration of the fu- 
ture, with the Fear of God, or the Remembrance of 
Death ; which notwithſtanding comes on apace, ſome- 
what the faſter it may be, by reaſon of their Pleaſures, 
and, if they take no better Care, will ſurprize them 
altogether unprepared for the Change of their pleaſant 
Life (if it were granted to be ſo) into Sickneſs and 
Languiſhing, and the Expectation of Death, and the 
Day of Judgment, | 

The Difference is no leſs in the Afflictions that befal 
the Righteous and the Wicked together: For the 
Wicked, if they continue impenitent, will grow worſe 
and worſe, envious, and malicious, and ſullen, and 
farther from ſeeking to God than in their Proſperity ; 
but the ſame Condition ſhall be to the Good a Moni- 
tor to examine themſelves, to ſearch and try their 
Ways, and be very exact in their Reformation, to en- 

uire out and amend their ſmalleſt Faults, of which in 

eir better Eſtate they took little Notice, and content- 
ed themſelves with being kept back from preſumptuous 
Sins 3 to renew, and 3 and ſtrengthen their 
good Reſolutions, which even lawful, Delight had 
made too looſe and flack : And whereas in their Sor- 
rows many of the Wicked renounce God, and diſho- 
nour him with Pride, and Stubbornneſs, and Infidelity, 
and Blaſphemy, and Impatience ; they own God's Do- 
minion, and humble themſelves under his mighty 
Hand, and acknowledge his Juſtice, and honour him 
before Men with Confeſſion of Sin, and Repentance, 
and Submiſſions, and Prayers, and Thankſgiving. 

Thus the ſame Events are to the Righteous a nou- 
riſhing Food, or a wholſome Medicine, and to theWic- 
ked, a ſweet or a bitter Poiſon. 


If 
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If then, by what is viſible of Mens Condition, we 
cannot judge certainly of their Grief and Pleaſure ; 
and if we could, yet Grief or Pleaſure may either of 
them be a Bleſſing or a Curſe, and which it is in a 
particular Caſe no Man can tell, if he knew not how 
either of them will be ufed, and what Effect they will 
have: Alſo, if the Objection be of no more Force, un- 
leſs it be granted that preſent Delight is good, and 
Pain is evil; it will be plain enough, that ſomething is 
ſuppoſed which is very obſcure, and doubtful, and hard 
to be judged of, when this is uſed as M Argument a- 
gainſt Providence, that there is one Event to the Righte- 
ous, and to the Wicked. 1 


III. However the Day of Judgment is a ſufficient 
Anſwer to the Objection. 


The Belief and Expectation of this was implied in 
the laſt Particular, as the great Reaſon of the Behavi- 
our of the Righteous in both Conditions, and as their 
great Support in Affliction; and the not believing or 
conſidering this, or conſidering it rather with Deſpair 
than Hope, is the Reaſon why the Wicked are ſo ill- 

verned, and oft-n ſo unhappy in their Proſperity, and 

o comfortleſs in Affliction: But if bad Men lived in 
more Delight, and good Men in more Trouble and 
Grief than indeed they do, and God would not inter- 
poſe his Almighty Power to alter the Courſe of 'Things ; 
yet when the Wicked go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, and the Righteous into Life eternal, Matth. xxv. 
46. then ſhall ye return and diſcern betwixt the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked, betwixt him that ſerveth God, and 
him that ſerveth him not, Mal. iii. 18. And though 
Men are apt to think that Time ſtands almoſt ſtill when 
they feel ſharp Pains, and the Extremity of them makes 
Minutes ſeem longer than Days, as Days in a Tranfport 
of Pleaſure ſeem ſwifter than Minutes; yet the noPropor- 
tion betwixt Time and Eternity will endure all this falſe - 
Reckoning, 
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Reckoning, and make a clear Account and unanſwera- 
ble Apology for Providence notwithſtanding. When 
Men feel - 4 Smart of their own, or think of their 
Friend's Affliction, or their Enemy*'s Proſperity, they 
are eafily deluded with Impatience, or Envy, or Com- 

on. - But if you would judge truly how inconſide- 
rable the Things that happen now are in Compariſon of 
an eternal State, look back to the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, to the Apoſtles and Martyrs ; and above all, to 
Feſus the Author and Finicber of our Faith, who, for the 
Foy that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 
the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand of the 
Throne of God, Heb. xii. 2. What was that Moment of 
Life in which they were perſecuted, afflicted, torment- 
ed, in Compariſon of all the Time ſince and for ever 
to come, in all which they enjoy the moſt pure and ra- 
viſhing Delights, wherewith God is now rewarding their 
Obedience, and Humility, and Faith, and Patience ? 
Is the Objection againſt Providence, for leaving them 

ſed to ſo many Calamities, too hard for them to 
— Do they think Heaven, upon the Terms they 
.- had it, too dear a Purchaſe? It was expedient and ne- 
ceſſary, in Purſuance of the wiſe Counſels and Purpoſes 
of God, that they ſhould ſuffer for a while: But is 
God unrighteous? Doth ve forget their Work of Faith 
and Labour, of Love and Patience of Hope St. Paul, 
when he felt the Smart of his preſent Afflictions, called 
the n Light Afiitions, for a Moment, not worthy to be 
compared with the Glory to be revealed. What muſt he 
judge of them now that the Afflictions are paſt, and re- 
membered only for the Help and Increaſe of his Joy, 
now that he is entered into the Poſſeſſion of that glori- 
ous Reward which he then had only in View and Prof. 

& ? | 
"On the other Side, whither are the great Oppreſſors 
and Deſtroyers of Mankind gone? Where is Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, and the reſt of the bloody Perſecutors of 
Chrift and his Saints ? What is become of all their mg 
| an 
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and their envied Power and Glory? Is God their Deb- 
tor ſtill for their Injuſtice and Blaſphemies, and their in- 
ſolent and prophane Joys? Hath he forgotten what they 
did ? Or, doth he approve it? Now they know that 
which either they did not believe, or would not conſi- 
der before; they abuſed his Patience that waited for 
their Repentayce, and now they feel the Puniſhment of 
their Sin in the exquiſite Torments of the Soul; and, 
full of Fear and Terror, expect greater at the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body. If it ſeem ſtrange to you that God 
ſhould ſuffer the Righteous to be at the Mercy of the 
Wicked, behold the rich Man in Torment looking up 
to Abraham, and begging for a Drop of Water to cool 
his Tongue ; and Abraham, without any Compaſſion of 
his Son, defending the Juſtice of God's Dealing with 
him and the poor Beggar that lay at his Door. 

| Behold the Goodneſs and Severity of God. 

His Goodneſi, any the Righteous into all the Wa 
of Diſcipline and Trial, proving their Obedience in 
moſt dangerous Temptations, both from that Pleaſure 
which ir Nature covets, and that Pain which their 
Nature abhors ; that when the World, and the Fleſh, 
and wy ayer have aſſaulted _ with - their * 

ns, they may get an entire and perfect Victory, 
their Inte _ have the cleareſt Evidence ; and 
they may be confirmed in Faith, and made ſtrong, and 
conſtant and perſevering in Virtue ; and, after their 
good and faithful Service, enter into their Maſter's 

09. | 
| His Severity, ſuffering the Wicked ſometimes to be 

pampered with Fullneſs of Delight, and ſatisfied in all 
their Deſires, and ſometimes to be afflicted with Croſſes 
and Diſappointments, and tempted with Miſeries and 
Plagues to the utmoſt Impatience ; that they alſo may 
be tried, and that the Wickedneſs which would lie con- 
cealed for Want of Occafion, may break out and be 
brought to light; that in the Variety of Conditions, 

they may be led, if they will themſelves, into the — 
; on 
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miſſion of all Sins, and may add Iniquity to Iniquity, 
till the Meaſure be full ; that God may be glorified in 
the Day of Viſitation and the Revelation of that righ- 
teous Judgment, which (how hard ſoever they ma 
ſeem now) will plainly reſolve all the Problems and Rid- 
dles of Providence. | | 
The Sum of what hath been ſaid is, That it is una- 
voidably neceſſary for Things to fall out to the Good 
1 and the Bad indifferently and uncertainly: That no 
Judgment can be made, by that which happens to Men, 
of their Grief or Pleaſure, nor which of them is good 
or bad of them: That there will be a Day of Judgment, 
wherein every Man ſhall receive according to his 
Works; and therefore it is no Argument againſt Provi- 
dence, that there is one Event to the Righteous and to 
the Wicked. : | 
But it may be objected from Scripture: How doth 
this conſiſt with what is there declared, that Godline/5 is 
profitable for all Things, having the Promiſe 4 the Lift 
that now is, 1 Tim. vi. 8. According to which, we find 
in Moſes and the Pſalms, and the Writings of Sc lomon 
and the Prophets, and in the New Teſtament, ſeveral 
Expreſſions which ſeem to import a Promiſe of Proſpe- 
rity to the Righteous? SER 
A ſufficient Anſwer to all the Places of Scripture that 
are alledged to that Purpoſe will be given in ſome ß 
theſe three Particulars. ' 
1. Abundance of theſe Promiſes uſually inſiſted on 
are made to particular Perſons or Nations, and muſt 
not be extended farther, as Promiſes for the Perfor- 
mance of which God's Faithfulneſs is engaged, though 
they may be applied as an Encouragements to hope, 
when there ſeems to.be a Parity or Advantage of Rea- 
ſon in the Caſe. Many Things were promiſed to the 
Patriarchs, and to the Captains, and Judges, and 
Kings of Mrael, and to the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
they were aſſured that theſe Things* muſt happen, for 
which they had the Security of God's Word, — : 
| wo 
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would be a great Extravagance for any Man elſe to be 
aſſured of the ſame Events by applying thoſe Promiſes. 
If a Soldier be certain that he have Victory, be- 
cauſe it was promiſed to Fo/oua ; or a Sick Man that he 
ſhall recover, becauſe a Prophet was ſent to Hezekiat; 
to tell him that he ſhould be healed ; or if a Paſſenger 


in his Ship aſſure all his Company of an Eſcape with 


Life when they are driven by Storm upon the Rocks, 
becauſe the Angel of God was ſent to tell the Apoſtle 
Paul, God hath given thee all them that ſail with thee, 
Acts xxvii. 24. The Things may happen accordingly, 
as the Prediction of a falſe Prophet may come to paſs 
by Chance, and then they, who uſe the Scripture in 
this Faſhion, may talk as they pleaſe of the Skill and 


- Power of Faith, and what Wonders it can do with all 
the Promiſes that are to be found in the Bible. But if 


the Things happen. not, then their confident Applicati- 
on to themſelves, of Promiſes that were made to others; 


runs into Scandal and — and repreſents God 


as a Deceiver, that promiſes and does not perform. But 
though the Promiſes to them are not Promiſes to us, 
yet the Conſideration of them is of great Uſe to en- 

ge our Obedience, and encourage our Hope, when 


we ſee how liberally God beſtowed upon them temporal 


Bleſſings; and though we cannot infer from thence 
that we ſhall be bleſt in the ſame manner, we may in- 
fer the ſame Love and Care of us, and Acceptance of 
our faithful Service. In this Senſe, whatſoever Things 
were written afore-time, were written for our Learning, 
that we through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
might have 1 2 Rom. xv. 4. 

2. Thoſe Promiſes which concern all good Men are 


not Promiſes of Proſperity, but of God's Protection 


and Care of them in every Condition, and cauſing a/l 
Things to work together for Good, to them that love God, 
Rom. viii. 28. Nothing ſhall happen to them without 


his Notice and Allowance. It may be for them. 


to be afflicted, and therefore the ſame Love wy God 
— 
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ſometimes prevents Afflictions from befalling them, ſome- 
times delivers them after they have ſuffered a little, 
ſometimes keeps them for a long Time under ſevere Di- 
ſcipline, but comforts and ſupports them all the while: 
The Steps of a good Man are ordered by the Lord: Tho 
he fall, he ſball not be utterly caſt down ; for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his Hand, Pſal. xxxvii. 23, 24. God 
avill not for ſake him, nor forget his Complaint. If Trou- 
bles abound, Conſolatious ſhall abound much more. Tha 
the outward Man periſs, the inward Man is renewed 
Day by Day, 2 Cor. iv. 16. The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the Godly out of Temptations, 1 Pet. ii. 9. either 
by keeping them out of that Condition in which they 
will be tempted, or ſo aſſiſting them with his Grace, 
that they ſhall not fall into that Sin (for Example, that 
Apoſtacy) to which they are tempted ; though they may 
fall into that Perſecution from whence very ſtrong Temp- 
tations to Apoſtacy may ariſe. God 7s ei 20e 
vill not ſuffer them to be tempted above that they are a- 
ble; but will with the Temptation alſo make a Way to 
eſcape, that they may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
This watching of Providence over the Righteous, and 
Care for them, and aſſiſting them in every Condition 
with convenient Grace, is the Sum of thoſe Promiſes 
which are abſolutely made to Godlineſs in the Scripture, 
and eſpecially in the New Teſtament, 

3. Many of the Places of Scripture moſt inſiſted on 
in this Argument are not Promiſes, but general Rules, 
wherein the ordinary Method of Providence, and the 
uſual Effects of many Virtues and Vices are declared. 
Solomon tells us of that Wiſdom which conſiſts eſpecially 
in the Fear of God; Length of Days are in her right 
Hand, and in her left Hand Riches and Honon?, Prov. 
in. 16. By Humility and the Fear of the Lord are 
Riches, and Honour, and Life, Prov. xxii. 4. There 
are many ſuch general Rules as theſe, the Reaſon and 
Truth of which is evident in moſt Caſes, and it is as 
evident that they will not hold always. In the ordi- 

: nary 
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nary Courſe of Things, the moſt Strength, and beſt 
Courage, and the wiſeſt Conduct ſhall get the Victory: 
Diligence in a profitable Calling ſhall make a Man 
rich; if he be humble, he ſhall be beloved; if he be 
faithful, he ſhall be truſted: He that is prudent and 
juſt in his Actions ſhall be eſteemed, and have a good 
Reputation; but for all that, Accidents which no 
Man can foreſee or prevent, may interpoſe betwixt 
the moſt likely Means and the End. The Chance of 
War, Thieves, Robbers, unfaithful Servants, treache- 
rous Friends, the Conſtructions of Jealouſy and Il]-na- 
ture, ſecret Whiſpering, or open Defaming, and falſe 
Accuſing ; the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, in- 
fecting a Man's good Name, and the Arrow which 
nap ns it at Noon-day, may hinder all thoſe Virtues 
of that Reward which is alſo the natural Effect and 
Conſequence of them. And in ſuch Caſes, the Race 
will not be to the Swift,” nor the Battle to the Strong; 
neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of 
Underſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men of Skill, Ecclel. 
ix. 11. Thele are general Rules, but Time and Chance 
make many Exceptions; from all which it appears con- 
ſiſtent with Scripture, as well as Reaſon, that here is one 
Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked. | 

The Conſideration of what has been ſaid will dif- 
Poſe us to be ſlow in judging our Neighbours, and care- 
ful in governing ourſelves, as we paſs together through 
all the Changes and Chances of this mortal Life, Events 
will no better juſtify our Opinion of other Men's Acti- 
ons, than Examples will prove the Goodneſs of our own. 
Wemuſt judge by Rules, not by Succeſs, and we muſt 
live by Rules, not by Examples. | 8 

Deſpiſe no Man for his Poverty or ill Succeſs, leſt 
you deſpiſe a Man whom God will honour. Ble/s not 
the Covetuous whom the Lord abhorreth. Let not thine 
Heart envy Sinners: But be thou in the Fear of the 
Lord all the Day long: For ſurely there is an End, 


and thine Expectation 9 not he cut off, Prov. xxill. 
175 
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17, 18. In Afflictions be patient. In the Day of Ad- 
werfity conſider. In Proſperity, be not high-minded, but 
fear. Remember that a low Eſtate may be your great 
Benefit and Security ; and that Power and Riches may 
be a Snare to their Owner. Learn of St. Paul, in 
whatſoever State 3 are, therewith be content, Take 
in good Part, and make the beſt uſe of every Thing 
that happens; and be well aſſured, that nothing can 
happen amiſs, if that be your continual Care, which 
was the Reſult of all Solomon's Study and Experience, 
Eccleſ. xii. 13, 14. Fear God and keep his OT 
ments, for this is the whole Duty of Man: For God 


ſhall bring every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret 
Thing, whether it be good or 2%, "I it be evil, 2 
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Now the End of the Commandment 
15 Charity. 


HE Goſpel at the firſt was publiſhed with 

. ſuch clear Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
| Power of God, that Multitudes of all Sects 
and Nations were conſtrain'd to the Ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth; many of whom, like 
Simon — ay remain'd ſtill in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and Bonds of Iniquity : 'They could not oppoſe the Di- 
vine Authority of the Doctrines, and yet were unwil- 
ling to reſign up their worldly Intereſts to the Practice 
of them ; Nom whence proceeded the firſt depraving of 
Chriſtianity. Such Men would make it a meer Specu- 
lation, or an obſcure Myſtery, that afforded Matter of 
perpetual Wrangling and Diſpute about the Senſe of 
it: They would mix it with Jew and Heatheniſp 
Rites, and reconcile it to thoſe Doctrines and Uſages 
which it came on Purpoſe to aboliſh : They would con- 
found it with quite contrary Principles, and fo deprive 
it of all Force and Effect upon the Conſcience, that it 
might ſignify as little to the Reformation of the World, 
as corrupted Judaiſm, or the Superſtition of the Gen- 
tiles, Thus ſome of the Diſciples and Inſtruments of 
the Devil obſtructed the Efficacy of the Goſpel more 
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by profeſſing it, than the reſt that were open Ene- 
mies, could by the Perſecution of it; of which mali- 
cious Practice St. Paul warns Timothy in the Beginning 
of this Chapter, and commands him to uſe his Au- 
thority for the Preſervation of the Evangelical Doc- 
trine pure and intire, to charge ſome wn e75-:\- 
Saotarey, that they preach no other Doctrine, ver. 3. 
not to give Heed to Fables and endleſs Genealogies, 
which miniſter Queſtions rather than edifying, which 
zs in Faith, yer, 4. And he furniſhes him with a plain 
Argument in the Text for the Confutation of all ſuch 
Teachers, taken from the main End and Deſign of the 
Goſpel (for that muſt be the Meaning of the αε - 
Yytaia, or Commandment) which End was not any 
ſublime Speculation, much leſs vain and impertinent 
Jangling, but the fincere Love of God, and of one 
another: For the End of the Commandment is Cha- 
4 | 
We need enquire no farther into the Context ; for 
the Words are an entire Propoſition, which may be 
explain'd and proy'd by theſe two Confiderations. 

| -» 

I. Of the Nature of the Commandment or Goſpel, 
and how apt a Means it is to beget the Habit and 

Grace of Charity. | | 


II. Of the Nature of Charity, how fit and worthy 
this is to be the End of the Commandment or 
Goſpel ; each of which fingly, but eſpecially both 
together, will abundantly confirm the Propoſition 
in the Text, that Charity is the End of the 
Commandment. 


To begin with the Conſideration of the Nature of 
the Commandment, and how apt a Means it is to be- 
get the Habit and Grace of Charity : And that I may 
not exceed in ſo copious an Argument, I will prove 
briefly theſe three Concluſions. | 


1, That 


( 


1. That by the Repreſentations in the Goſpel of 
the Divine Nature and Attributes, we are moſt effec- 
tually perſuaded and aſſiſted to the Love of God. 

2. That by Life and Immortality which the Go- 
ſpel brought to Light, and propoſed to Mankind as 
their chief Good and laſt End, the great Obſtructions 
of Charity among Men are remov'd. 

3. That by all the Precepts and Inſtitutions of the 
Goſpel, we are either aſſiſted in the Acquiſition of this 
Grace of Charity, or directed to thoſe Actions, which 
are the moſt genuine and fincere Expreſſions of it. 


1. Firſt, that by the Repreſentations in the Goſpel 
of the Divine Nature and Attributes, we are moſt ef- 
fectually perſuaded and aſſiſted to the Love of God. 

Our Affections are not ſo at our own Diſpoſal, as 
to determine them to what we will: Our Love and 
Hatred, Hope and Fear, are ſo by Nature directed to 
their proper Objects, that it is not in our Power to 
love Evil, or hate Good, to fear Happineſs, or hope 
for a Calamity ; and therefore when we are command - 
ed to love God with all our Hearts, the Knowledge of 
his Goodneſs is neceſſary, or elſe the Object or Cauſe 
of Love is taken away, and the Command will be 
found impoſſible to be obey'd. 

Wherefore the Foundation of this excellent Virtue 
muſt neceſſarily be laid in ſuch a Belief concerning 
3 „ as may make him the proper Object of our 


ve. is 
And accordingly we have him deſcribed in this Com- 
mandment as a Lover of Souls, as preventing us with 
his Grace, and loading us with his Benefits, as full of 
Pity and Compaſſion, abounding in Goodneſs and 
Truth, — the moſt obſtinate to Repentance by 
much Long: ſuffering and Forbearance; flow to An- 
der; and apt to pardon, as providing a Ranſom and 
atisfaction for himſelf, that to us the F W 
might 
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t be free, as careful of the Aﬀairs of Mankind, 


migh 
— diſpoſing all Events to the Beneſit of the Good, 


and the Converſion of the Wicked, that they may be 
ſaved from the Wrath to come. If after all this it be 
found very hard to love God with a fervent Affection, 
becauſe he is inviſible and incomprehenſible, and we 
have no poſitive Conceptions of his Eſſence, but think 
and ſpeak of him by Negations only; which improper 
Way of Underſtanding is more apt to poſſeſs us with 
Wonder and Amazement, than Love and Delight, be- 
cauſe our Imagination (the powerful Governeſs of our 
Affections) can form no Shape or Similitude of the Be- 
ing to which theſe Attributes — To help our 
Infirmity in this Caſe, God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 


and dwelt among us, and we beheld his Glory, the 


Glory, as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth. The Pattern of the Divine Good- 
neſs was expoſed to View in the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and 
we are furniſned with an Object of Love and Ado- 
ration ſuitable to our Nature, where our Imagination 
hath Room and Scope enough, without bordering up- 
on Idolatry, to excite and raiſe our dull Minds, by re- 
preſenting to us the Son of God as a Man of Sorrows, 
and acquainted with Griefs, as crucified before our 
Eyes ; as bearing the Chaſtiſement of our Peace, that 
by his Stripes we might be heal'd ; as demonſtrating 
in all his Actions a moſt gracious and merciful Diſpo- 
ſition, an unwearied Diligence in doing Good, and 
procuring the Happineſs and Salvation of Men. That 
great Obligations to the Love of God, ariſing from 
the Knowledge of his Nature, are the peculiar Bleſ- 
ſings of the Goſpel, our Saviour himſelf teacheth : No 
Man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom © 
the Son hath revealed him. I confeſs the Reaſon of 
Men awaken'd by ſerious Conſideration, and not per- 
verted by Prejudice or falſe Religion, may arrive at 
ſtrong Conjectures of the . of God; but the 
conſidering Part of Mankind is but very ſmall, and 


how 


nl 


how far ſhort the Belief of God's Goodneſs falls of the 
univerſal Knowledge of his Being and Power, we ma 
be inform'd by the Hiſtories of all Nations and Reli- 

ions. The inviſible Things of God are ſeen to all 
Men by the Things that are made, 1. e. his eternal 
Power and Godhead : The Heavens declare the Glory 
of God, and the Firmament ſheweth his handy Work. 
But this Knowledge of Almighty Power and Sove- 
reignty is apt to produce Reverence and Fear only, 
an 


may leave Men in a fatal Doubtfulneſs of God's * 


Mercy, and the Goodneſs of his Nature ; which is the 
only Account to be given of many cruel ſuperſtitious 
Rites common to all Nations. Why did the Prieſts 
of Baal cut their Fleſh, and the Idolatrous Jews paſs 
their Children through the Fire to Moloch, and the 
Romans, inſtructed from the Books of the Siby/s, bury 
two Greeks and two Gauls alive after the Battle of 
Canne, and the Carthaginians facrifice the Flower of 
their Noble Youth when their City was beſieged ? 
Why do the Mabometan Prieſts (and that of the moſt 
eſteem d Order) gaſh and gore themſelves, and the 
Votaries of Mecca burn their Eyes out, and the wild 
Indians, and ſome barbarous Nations of America, of- 
fer up daily Sacrifices of Men (not their Enemies, but 
their Neighbours and Children) and make their Altars 
reek every Morning with Human Blood, and furniſh 
their Shambles out of the Temple with Man's Fleſh ? 
Why do ſome Chriſtians (who have adopted too many 
of the Heathen Superſtitions into the Family of Chriſt) 
macerate and torment themſelves, — the Fleſh, 
not in the moral, but in the literal Senſe, and this not 
as a Diſcipline only, and thereby to govern with more 
Advantage their Appetites and Paſſions (for this Rea- 
ſon and Experience will allow to be an approved Me- 
thod of Virtue) but for meer Satisfaction to God, with 
which he is pleas'd for its own Sake, without any 
further Deſign ; and therefore will remit no Part of 


this Debt of Pain and Sorrow which we owe him, but 
it 
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it muſt be paid here, or with great Uſe and Increaſe 
in Purgatory ? How come many fincere and honeſt 
Minds diſpoſed to all Virtue, but abuſed with wretch- 
ed Impoſtures, to be affrighted with continual Dreads 
of God's Hatred, without reflecting upon any notori- 
ous Guilt of their own as the Cauſe of it, nor aſſign- 
ing any other Reaſon, than becauſe it pleaſeth him to 
make many the Objects of his Diſpleaſure, and the 
everlaſting Monuments of his Almighty Fury ? From 
which dreadful Jealouſy it's no Wonder if blaſphe- 
mous Thoughts haunt them like Apparitions, and poſ- 
ſeſs them like evil Spirits, which no Charm or Exor- 
ciſm can caſt out. How could all this happen, and 
the World be overſpread with Superſtitions ſo near a 
Kin, and that without learning them (in moſt of the 
Examples) one Nation from another, if after the ne- 
 ceſlary Acknowledgment of God's Power, which the 
Frame of the World teaches, the greateſt Part of Men 
were not inclin'd to ſuſpe&, that — and almoſt 
implacable Severity, is the * Inclination of 
His Nature, a Suſpicion that will eaſily lead Men to 
Flattery and Hypocriſy, but never to the ſincere Love 
of God; the Cauſes which produce that Grace, caſt 
out this ſervile Fear, and inſtruct us in the Worſhip 
and Obedience of God from a better Principle of the 
Spirit of Love and Power, and a ſound Mind. 

Thus having prov'd that this Commandment, and 
this alone, gives ſuch a clear and certain Account of 
the Divine Nature and Attributes, as may moſt effectu- 
ally perſuade us to the Love of God, I come now to 
the Second Concluſion, vix. That hy the Life and Im- 
mortality which the Goſpel hath brought to Light, and 
propoſed to Mankind as their chief Good and laſt End, 
the = Obſtructions of Charity among Men are re- 
mov'd. 

Twould be too long a Digreſſion to examine the 
Difference betwixt the Probability that the Soul was 


immortal, contended for by ſome Philoſophers, or a 
more 
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more certain Belief of another Life found among the 
Jews, and the ſo clear and plain Declaration . it in 
the Goſpel, that it ſeems almoſt its only Deſign to aſ- 
ſure the World of a Reſurrection from the Dead, and a 
Life to come. Thus St. Paul preach'd at Athens Jeſus 
and the Reſurrection, when they accus'd him for ſet- 
ting forth ſtrange Gods, and St. Matthias was choſen 
to be with the reſt of the Apoſtles, a Witneſs of our 


Saviour's Reſurrection, the Pledge and Security of 


our's; and St. Paul ſums up that Faith by which 
we muſt be ſav'd, in thoſe few Articles, how that 
Chriſt died for our Sins, and roſe again the third Day, 


according to the Scriptures : So that notwithſtanding any 


Conjecture, or Belief, in the World before, yet in Re- 
gard of the clear Manifeſtation, and univerſal Publica- 
tion, and more evident Proof, the Scripture ſaith with 
good Reaſon, that Life and Immortality was brought ta 
Light by the Goſpel : 'The Influence of which upon the 
Grace of Charity is too plain to need many Words. 
The Difference between Good and Evil is fix'd and 
determin'd by our laſt End; for all that we eſteem 
Good, is either choſen for itſelf, and the immediate 
Satisfaction it affords in the Enjoyment of it, and ſuch 
Good hath the Nature of a Means to that End. The 
greater Part live by the Principle and Belief of Epicu- 
74s, not knowing (or which is all one) not conſiderin 
the Relation which this Life hath to another. Here 1s 
all the Happineſs they look for, and then it's no Won- 
der to ſee the daily Tragedies ated EY 
Malice, Ambition and Envy: For he that expects not 
another Life, will make the beſt of this, he will eat 
and drink, becauſe to Morrow he muſt die, and die for 
ever; he will endeavour to take his Fill of all the Con- 
tent that Wealth, Honour and Pleaſure can promiſe, 
but not give: For this is his Portion, and his Lot is 
this ; and in Purſuance of that miſtaken Felicity which 
the World flatters him with, he will _—_— Neigh- 
bour, and hate his Enemy, and proſecute hi — 
an 
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and fulfil his Luſt ; he will oppreſs the Poor, and vex 
the Righteous, and make his Power and Strength to be 
the Law of Juſtice, He can never riſe higher than the 
meer Counterfeit of Goodneſs, becauſe the Practice 
would hinder him from making thoſe large Proviſions for 
the Fleſn, which he accounts the only Art and Method 
of true Happineſs. What can move him to be liberal, 
but the Hope of a good Bargain, that his Kindneſs may 
be return d with Uſury? What can perſuade him to 
conceal his too deep Senſe of thoſe Injuries which he 
cannot forgive, but that he is too weak to revenge 
them? What can conſtra in him to be juſt, but the Fear 
of Laws, which if they may be avoided by Fraud or 
Power, there is no Bond can hold him, who thinks him- 
ſelf born at all Adventures, his Soul to be nothing but 
the Breath of his Noſtrils, or the Beating of his Heart. 
The deſigning of the good Things of this Life as our 
lat End, is the Wiſdom that is earthly, ſenſual, devi- 
liſh, full of Confuſion, and every evil Work; this fills 
the World with the Fruits of the Fleſh; Hatred, Vari- 
ance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Envy ing, 

Murder, Drunkenneſs, Revelling, &c. | 
1. The Author of the Book of Viſdom gives a clear 
Account of the whole Matter, both of the Effects and 
the Cauſe, deſcribing in ſeveral Chapters the Nature 
and Behaviour of thoſe Idolaters, who having no Senſe 
of the True God, nor Belief of the World to come, 
their Conſcience: was unable to oblige them either to 
Religion or Juſtice. For in as much as their Truſt is in 
Idols, which have no Life, tho? they ſwear falſely, they 
look not to the Hurt, neither diſoerning the Wages of 
Unrighteouſneſs, nor the Reward of blameleſs Souls, 
they err in the Knowledge of God, and live in a great 
War of Ignorance; ſo that there reigns in the World, 
Blood, Manſlaughter, Theft, Diſſimulation, Corrup- 
tion, Unfaithfulneſs, Tumults, Perjury, diſquieting of 
good Men, Forgetfulneſs of good Turns, Adultery, 
Shameleſneſs, Uncleanneſs: They are either mad * 
5 | they 
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they are merry, or prophecy Lies, or live unjuſtly, or 
lightly forſwear themſelves. They count our Life here 
a Paſtime, a Market for Gain; they ſay we muſt be 
getting every Way, tho' by evil Means; of all which 
this is the only Reaſon, that their Hope is more vile 
than Earth. They know not their Maker, he who 
inſpir'd into them an active Soul, and breath'd in a 
living Spirit. 

Thus while Mens Hopes are in this Life only, the 
Law of Charity can never find Obedience. So reaſo- 
nable and juſt is that Prayer of David, Deliver my 
Soul, O Lord, from the wicked Men of this World, aubo 
hade their Portion in this Life. | 

But when the Propoſal of a better End hath furniſh- 
ed us with another Reaſon for all our Actions, when it 
hath call'd us to the Purſuit of true and everlaſting 
Happineſs, withdrawn our Affections from a fond Do- 
tage upon ſpecious gaudy Trifles; when it hath taught 
us the Vanity of the World better than Experience 
could teach Solomon himſelf; when it hach dried up 
the Roots of thoſe Evils which afflict the Life of Man, 
and fill up the whole Extent and Compaſs of it with 
Miſeries and Sorrows ; then Charity will be an eaſy 
Precept, a Light will ſpring forth to lead us in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs and Peace, and the Paſſions of 
the Soul (ſo full of Darkneſs and Confufion before) 
will fall of themſelves into due Order, and the Love 
of God, who hath ordain'd us to ſo excellent an End, 
will diffuſe itſelf into all our Actions, and delcend 
from him in a regular and juſt Subordination upon his 
Creatures. For the deſigning the Happineſs of ano- 
ther Life, as our laſt End, is the Wiſdom that is from 
above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy ant good Fruits, 
without Partiality and without Hypocriſy. 'The Pur- 
ſuit of this End will cool the immoderate Fervour of 
Deſire, it will abate the Thirſt of Covetouſneſs, aſ- 
ſwage the Swelling of Pride, ſweeten the Sharpneſs of 
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Envy, quench the Fire of Contention, and leſſen the 
Eſteem of the World, with all its Pomps and Vanities. 
Tf this were the general Scope and Aim of Mankind, 
their Intereſts would no longer claſh and interefere, 
they would be reduc'd to the original Innocence and 
Simplicity of Nature ; there would be no confounding 
Care to vex the Mind, no Murmuring or Repining in 
the Family, no Cries or Complainings in the Streets; 
inſtead of Oppreſſion and Revenge, we ſhould ſee no- 
thing but Juſtice, Mercy, Humility and Devotion. 
For by the Hopes of that future Life which the Goſpel 
propoſes as our chief Good and laſt End, the great Ob- 
ſtructions of Charity among Men would be remoy'd : 
And fo I paſs on to the third and laſt Concluſion, 


3. That by all the Precepts and Inſtitutions in the 
Goſpel, we are either aſſiſted in the Acquiſition of this 
Grace of Charity, or directed to thoſe Actions which 
are the moſt genuine and ſincere Expreſſions of it. 


To confine my Diſcourſe of this Matter within a 
few Inſtances : Nothing could be more available to the 
_ Acquiſition and Improvement of this excellent Grace, 
than the Precept of Repentance, and the Inſtitution of 
the Holy Euchariſt, from the former of which it derives 
its firſt Conceptions and Principles of Life, and from 
the latter a great Deal of Nouriſhment and Growth. 
Repentance is the Acknowledgement of God's Autho- 
rity, and the Equity of his Laws, and the Submiſſion 
of ourſelves to him a- new with Sorrow and Shame, and 
Reſolutions and Vows of better Obedience. The firſt 
Motive to it is the Fear of Puniſhment and Hope of 
Pardon, and the Soul and Spirit of it is the Senſe of our 
own Unworthu.*is, and that excellent Goodneſs againſt 
which we have offended, wherein every Argument b 
which our Folly in departing from God is aggravated, 
doth with a mighty Force perſuade and oblige us to 
loye him ; it purgeth our Minds from thoſe evil Aﬀec- 
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tions which ſets us at Variance and Contention with our 
Neighbour, and will give us no Aſſurance of being re- 
conciled to God till we have ſatisfied our injur'd Bro- 
ther, and repair'd as far as we can the Breaches we have 
made in his Fortunes by Injuſtice, or in his Reputation 
by Calumny and Detraction. And then it obligeth us to 
love him, as the only true Demonſtration of our Love 
to God, and to kill the Root of Hatred, that no Fruit 
may grow thereon ; it admits us not to the Hope of 


Forgiveneſs, but upon the indiſpenſable Condition of 


loving our Enemies, which how hard and grievous ſoc 
ver it may ſeem, yet no Commutation will be allowed 
for this Duty, tho* our Views be never ſo large, and 
our Diſcipline ſeverer than an Hermit's, and our Alms 
as profuſe as the Squandering of a Prodigal, and our 
Sorrows for Sin ſhould exceed the intolerable Anguiſh, 
Diſtraction and Deſpair of the fondeſt Mother for the 
Loſs of her only Child. And when thus the Seed of 
Charity is fown in our Hearts by true Repentance, what 
Growth, Ripeneſs and Increaſe doth it receive from the 
Holy Euchariſt ? If there were nothing in this Inſtitu- 
tion, but the moral Effect of the Preparations and Diſ- 
poſitions of a worthy Receiver, yet even that Effect 
would be due to the Inſtitution itſelf ; for that which 
is the Cauſe of all thoſe Diſpoſitions and Preparations, 
is the Cauſe of all that they produce. If we have any 
Part in the Sacrifice of Chriſt, wemuſt not abſtain from 
the Altar, the Repreſentation of it; and yet we muſt 
not preſume to ſnatch any Thing from thence with un- 
hallow'd Hands, nor prophane the Myſtery of our U- 
nion with Chriſt, by bringing Hearts full of Malice to 
the Sacrament of Love, nor — to partake of this ſo- 
lemn Remembrance of the Lord's Death till he come, 
without ſome Degree of that Devotion which the ſeri- 
ous Thoughts of that Truth will raiſe; and ſuch Hatred 
of all Sin, as that which crucify'd the Lord of Life, 
deſerves ; and ſuch Love to all Men, as the great Ex- 
ample of dying for us while we were yet Enemies, may 
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juſtly provoke us to. But beſide all this, we are to ex- 
pet an Addition of Strength to every Virtue; but 
Charity more eſpecially, the Mother of them all, by 
an immediate Influence of the Power and Spirit of God 
deſcending upon the worthy Receiver, by which this 
holy Myſtery becomes one of the wideſt and deepeſt 
Channels of the Divine Grace, in which the Streams 
flow that daily refreſh the City of God. | 
And here I may conclude the firft Conſideration of 
the Nature of this Commandment, and how apt it is 
to beget the Habit and Grace of Charity : For how 
the reſt of the Precepts direct us to thoſe Actions which 
are the moſt genuine and ſincere Expreſſions of it, will 
tarther appear by the ſecond Conſideration. f 


II. Of the Nature of Charity, how fit and worthy 
it is to be the End of this Commandment. 


Inb' there de & Connection of all Virtue, and De- 
pendance one upon another by a nearer and remoter 
Conſequence, yet in many of them it is not eaſy to be 
diſcern'd. Some are of a more general Nature and O- 

ration, and others confin'd to a narrower Compaſs; 
but the Influence of Charity upon them all is as viſible 
as the Dependance of an Effect upon its immediate 
Cauſe. The Paſſion of Love is the Fountain of all the 
reſt, from whence Deſire and Loathing, Pleaſure and 
Pain, Joy and Grief, Hope and Deſpair, Anger and 
Fear, Courage and Faintneſs of Heart, derive their 
Being and Degrees, and various Applications. 'The 
Grace of Charity is nothing elſe but the Paſſion of Love 
diſpoſed and ordered aright, and that with ſuch Con- 
ſtancy and Steadineſs, as proceeds both from infus'd and 
acquir'd Habits. Now the Government of thoſe Paſ- 
ſions, the reſtraining of them within due Bounds, and 
the Determination of them to right Objects, being the 
main Buſineſs of Virtue, Charity by a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence will be found as well the Parent of all the Vir- 
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tues, as Love is of all his Paſſions. From hence Pru- 
dence and Temperance, Juſtice and Fortitude, with all 
their Train and Retinue, derive themſelves : It is the 
Bond of Perfection, and the Fulfilling of the whole Law, 
and therefore fit and worthy to be the End of it, which 
may be made clear and evident by a brief Explication of 
theſe three Propoſitions. 


1. That from the Habit and Grace of Charity flows 
9 moſt eaſy and acceptable Performance to God and 
an. 5 
2. That without it there is no Security or Likeli- 
haod of Perſeverance. 
3. That this Grace is not only a Condition of Salva- 
tion, as all others are, but it is the immediate Prepa- 
_ and Diſpoſition of the Soul for the Happineſs of 
eaven. 


1. From the Habit and Grace of Charity flows the 
moſt eaſy and acceptable Preformance of all our Duties 
to God and Man. I will not preſume to determine that 
hard Queſtion, whether Contrition, as it is common- 
ly diſtinguiſh'd from Attrition, be a nece Part of 
Repentance which will be accepted of God ? It is ve 
poſſible for a Man who yet loves the World too well, 
and accounts Religion a hard Service, and would be 
glad of Permiſſion to lead a ſenſual Life with Security, 
to be mov'd, by the Smartneſs of a preſent Calamity, or 
the Fear of future Temporal Judgments, to very ſor- 
rowful Reſlections upon his paſt Sins, and ſerious Reſo- 
lations to amend his Life: Much more may the Ter- 
rors of Conſcience and the Fear of Damnation, affright 
him for a Time from the Commiſſion of Sin, and the 
Fulfilling of his Luſts. This is acknowledg'd to be the 
uſual Begining of Repentance, and if Fear were not a 
Motive of excellent Uſe for the Converſion of wicked 
| Men, it would not have been one of the principal To- 
picks of St. Paul's Rhetorick, as himſelf aſſures us it 
E 3 was: 
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was: Knowing therefore the Terrors of the Lord, we 
perſuade Men. But notwithſtanding the Queſtion is ve- 
ry difficult, and the Difficulty ariſes from the Nature of 
all ſuch Changes where the Extreams are ſo oppoſite, 
and all the mean Way partakes more or leſs, every 
Part differently, of both the oppoſite Extreams. Who 
can aſſign the divided Moment between the Day and 
the Night, or draw a Line on the Surface of a River, 
that ſhall exactly part the freſh and brackiſh Waters? 
Who can tell the Inſtant of Conception, or when the 
living Soul is inſpir'd, or when the yet imperfect Child 
becomes induc'd with Senſe, and what is the firſt Act 
of Reaſon and Underſtanding. In all Things of this 
Nature the Difference is beſt diſcern'd at a Diſtance, 
and ſo it is in Repentance, whatever the firſt Motive be, 
if we put no Obſtruction in his Way, the Divine Spi- 
rit will infuſe into our Souls the Grace of Charity, and 
ſhed the Love of God abroad in our Hearts, and we 
ſhall more eaſily diſcern the Progreſs we have made 
in Repentance then, the preciſe Time when it be- 
gan, and may receive abundant Satisfaction to ourſel- 
ves, without being ſo ſkilful as to tell exactly the high- 
eſt Degree that falls ſhort, or the loweſt that finds Ac- 
ceptance: And yet it is very ſevere to account the at- 
trite Sinner as remaining yet in a State of Reprobation, 
iy re; ſince the Scripture never draws the Evidence 
of our Acceptance with God, from the Principle or 


Motive to Repentence, but from the Effects and Fruits 


of it, from confeſſing and forſaking of our Sins, from 


ceaſing to do evil and learning to do well; which may 


be the Fruits of a Repentance proceeding from Fear on- 
I/: And he in whom the Beginning is Band, may die 
before he arrives at a higher Principle of the Love of 
God, of the Love of Righteouſneſs; but he that in the 
Courſe of his Obedience to God hath never any better 
Cauſe or Motive to Care and Diligence than the Fear of 
Puniſhment, will offer himſelf unto God a lame and im- 
perfect Sacrifice; he will not ſerve him with the Duty 


of a Son, but the unwilling Submiſſion of a Slave; * 
is 
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his yet unmortified Luſts and Paſſions will bribe his Un- 
derſtanding, if they can, to allow of the Exchange of 
Religion for Hypocriſy : However he will always be lia- 
ble to ſuch vain Scruples and perverſe Miſtakes, as a 
doz'd and over-aw'd Mind is ſubject to, when the con- 
tinual Riſings of the Miſts of Fears incompaſs the Light 
of the Soul with a Cloud, and deprive. it of the Succours 
df Reaſon, 

But if the Heavenly Gift of Charity drive away that 
evil Spirit of Bondage, his Thoughts will be enlarg'd, 
and his Underſtandin enliphten'd, as by the Inſpira- 
tion of God, and that crazy diſeaſed Temper of the 
Soul will ſuddenly be converted to the Strength and 
Vigour of Health with ſuch Succeſs and Speed, as at- 
tended our Saviour's Almighty Word, when he cauſed 
the Blind to ſee, the Deaf to hear, and the Dead to 
be rais'd up to Life. | 

The Love of God will cauſe him to yield a chear- 
ful Obedience, and to account the Service of his Ma- 
ker a perfect Freedom; it will inſpire his Prayers with 
a perfect Fervour, and direct him to ſuch Petitions as 
are fit to be made to the beſt and moſt perfect Being; 
it will make him approach to God with Boldnefs and 
Confidence, and yet not without Reverence and a god- 
ly Fear: It will teach him the Art of reconciling Im- 
. Portunity and lively Hope with humble Submiſſion and 
Reſignation to God ; for it will poſſeſs him with a 
full Aſſurance of that Wiſdom, which knows better 
than he, what Satisfaction is fit to be given to his De- 
ſires, and of that Bounty which will deny nothing that 
is needful and convenient; and when other Men are 
full of Care and Perplexity, and doubtful of all Events, 
it will ſecure him againſt the Fear of evil Tidings, fix 
his Heart to truſt in the Lord: And tho? he cannot 
always reſolve the Riddles of Providence, the unequal 
Diſtribution of Good and Evil in this Life ; yet that 
Belief concerning God which is the-Cauſe of his Love 


to him, will give him a full Aſſurance, that for all the 
| | ; Calamities 
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'Calamities of good Men there is io uſt Reaſon, and 


will be an exceeding Recompence, \ and he need in- 
quire no farther ; for the Counſel and Wiſdom of God 
cannot be traced but by a Wiſdom as great as his: 
And therefore the Love of God will teach, him to ad- 
mire the unſearchable Riches of his Wiſdom, to de- 
nd ſecurely on his Mercy -and Truth, and to bethink 
imſelf daily with intire Satisfaction and unfeigned 
Joy, that all his Affairs are in the Hands of Almighty 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and that whatever Men dees, 
there is no Change can happen without the Permiſſion 
and Operation of God. 

But the Praiſes of God, which is all that our Poverty 
can return for his innumerable Mercies, ſeem to be the 
moſt genuine and proper Effect of this Grace of Chari- 
7 as the Prophet David teaches us: will love the 
Lord alway, his Praiſe ſhall ever be in my Mouib. 
Pialms and devout Hymn; may help to raiſe and expreſs 
our Thankſgivings with that Life which the Love of 
_ God will breathe into them: It will make it our chief- 
eſt Delight to think of his infinite Perfections, to be con- 
founded with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, and to be al- 
ways gazing at the Brightneſs of his Glory: It will ra- 
viſh us into frequent Extaſies and Raptures, and cauſe 
us to be ſometimes opp reſs'd, to faint and languiſh un- 
der ſuch a mighty Senſe, as all the Art and Power of 
Speech can never expreſs. This heavenly Gift will fill 
our Minds with Divine Conſolations, and good Hope 
through Grace, and the Peace of God that paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, which all the unwilling Lapſes of our 
Frailty ſhall never abate : For as long as we are not con- 
ſcious to ourſelves of Malice, which is a Contradiction 
to Charity, nor of ſuch Negligence as may juſtly con- 
vict our Pretences to love God, of Fiction and Hypo- 
criſy ; we ſhall ſee clearly through that pefect Love 
which caſteth out Fear, the Forgiveneſs of all thoſe In- 
firmities and Imperfections, which are neceſſary to our 

Nature, and conſiſtent with our Sincerity. Th 
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Thus doth our Love to God demonſtrate itſelf in 
all the Acts of Piety, Reverence, and Devotion, of 
Hope, Confidence, and Thankſgiving ; and our whole 
Duty to Man is but like ſeveral Fruits upon a Tree; 
for the Grafts are divers, but the Stock and Root is 
the ſame. All the Virtues belonging to Human So- 
ciety'are but the various Expreſſions of Charity to our 
Neighbour, according to the Relation in which he 
ſtands For Charity to our Superiors, is Reſpe& ; and 
to our Governours, Obedience; to our Acquaintance, 
Kindneſs; to our Friends, Fidelity, to our Benefactors, 
Gratitude ; to our Inferiors, Condeſcenſion; to Stran- 
pers, Hoſpitality ; to the Afflicted, Compaſſion; to the 

oor, Liberality; and to our Enemies, Forgiveneſs. 
By our Readineſs in ſuch Exerciſes of Virtue, the 
Growth and Strength of Charity is perceived, and 
the Beating of the Heart is felt in every Pulſe. And 
tho' -we may look upon ourſelves as obliged by Cu- 
Kom, Civility, or Intereit, to ſome of theſe Virtues z 
yet without Charity, as the Life and Soul of them, 
they are but the dead — and artificial Counterfeit 
of Virtue, Trees laden with waxen Fruit, which may 
deceive the Eye, but the Taſte will ſoon diſcover it. 
Where this Grace is not the Motive and Guide of our 
Actions, all our Pretences to Goodneſs will betray 
themſelves not to be the genuine Offſpring of Sinceri- 

„but the baſe Iſſue of Craft and Defign, of Pride, 

ovetouſneſs, Ambition, or Vainglory, and an ugly 
Hue, the Mark of their Parentage, will be upon them: 
Our Hof itality will be with grudging, and our Gifts 
without Simplicity; our Courteſy with Diſſimulation, 
and our Mercy without Cheerfulneſs. The beſt Laws 
can take little or no Cognizance of Abundance of 
Miſchief by which Men are diſquieted and injured e- 
very Day: Surlineſs and IIl-nature, Impudence and 
nl tv os Diſreſpect to a Parent, Unfaithfulneſs to 
a Benefactor, Lying and vain Boaſting, Envy — 
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Detraction, Wilineſs and the crafty Circumvention of 
Simplicity : And where the Laws have moſt Power, 
they can but puniſh the Sinner, when they could- not 
prevent the Sin, But if Religion might prevail to im- 
poſe upon us this Law of Charity, the Penalties or- 
dained for the Unruly and Diſobedient would be of 
{mall Uſe, and every Man's well-guided Conſcience 
would be his Law, the Generation of the World would 
be healthful, and there would be no Poiſon of Death 
in them, the Lion would lie down with the Lamb, 
and the Wolf would eat Straw with the Ox, and the 
Earth would be bleſt with Abundance of Peace, Ju- 
ſtice would run down like Waters, and Righteouſneſs 
like a mighty Stream. 

So certain would the Grace of Charity ſecure the 
Performance of all Duties both to God and Man, 
which is the firſt Argument of its Worthineſs and Fit- 
— to be the main Scope and Deſign of the Go- 
pel. | 


2. Without this Habit and Grace of Charity, there 
is no Security, not ſo much as a Likelihood of Perſe- 
verance, whatever our Reſolutions and Beginnings may 
promiſe, It was mentioned before, that Fear of Hell 
might produce a preſent Reſolution to obey the Com- 
mandments of God; and that it is not ſafe to con- 
demn even ſuch Repentance, as utterly uncapable of 
God's Acceptance: But if we ftay there, and deſign 
to govern our Actions by no better a Principle than 
the Fear of Puniſhment, the Temptations to Apoſtacy 
will beſet us round, and aſſault us every Moment: We 
ſhall be diſtracted between Delight and Fear, between 
Pleaſure and Shame, between Nature and Force, be- 
tween God and Mammon; and 'tis great Odds but 
our Delight in Sin will prevail at laſt againſt the Fear 
of — — ; for the Inclinations of our Nature are 
always awake and active, but the Watchfulneſs and 
Intention of the Mind may be tired, and we ſhall — 
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eaſily forget or confute our Fears, that are at a great 
Diſtance, than deny the Satisfactions of our Deſire that 
are preſent, and attempt our beſt ſettled Reſolutions 
with a continual and preſſing Importunity ; and there- 
fore againſt ſuch a powerful and watchful Enemy, we 
can never be ſecure by a mere Defence againſt his Aſ- 
ſaults, we ſhall always be in Danger till he be killed 
and deſtroyed, till the Old Man be mortifed with his 
deceitful Luſts, and we endued not with new Reſolu- 
tions only, but with new Inclinations, with a new 
Nature and another Spirit, which is nothing elſe but 
the Grace and Habit of Charity. And accordingly 
David accounts that the Reaſon of his conſtant and 
intire Obedience: I kept thy Commandments, and loved 
them exceedingly: O how love I thy Law! It is my 
Meditation p. "4 the Day. The Examples are. but too 
many of Mens Apoſtacy, turning to Folly from the 
moſt ſolemn Vows of Obedience to God, of their Be- 
inning in the Spirit, and Oy the Fleſh ; but 
fuch Men for the moſt Part never had any true Reliſh 
or Savour of Religion, they were either overawed by 
a ſevere Education, or affrighted in a Sickneſs at the 
Apprehenſion of approaching Death, or amazed and 
confounded at ſome great and ſudden Adverſity; and 
when their Appetites were dulled, and the Taſte of 
Pleaſure loſt by a Diſeaſe or Grief, they were at Lei- 
ſure to be devout, and perhaps found it the beſt En- 
tertainment of themſelves, till Health or the Forget- 
fulneſs of Sorrow ſhould reſtore their old Inclinations 
and Appetites again, and when they were too weak to 
reſiſt; and the Strength of all their Vows to a preſent 
Temptation was but like Tow before the Fire; the 
only Check was ſome Fear of the Divine Vengeance: 
But a Mind willing and prepared to Sin can quick- 
ly rid itſelf of ſuch Fears, and the Devil will teach 
him to confute him by Infidelity or prophane Se- 
curity; or if the Senſe of another Life, and the 
Judgment to come, be ſo deeply imprinted, that it 
| cannot 
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cannot be ſoon forgotten, he will furniſh them with 
Arts of deluding themſelves into the Satisfaction of 
their: Luſts, by the ſpecious Pretences of Superſtition 
or Hypocriſy, Hereſy or Schiſm. It is an eaſy Thing 

for him that would rid himſelf. of the Yoke an 
Bondage of the Laws of God, to find out Cavils and 
Objections againſt it, and to gravel himſelf with every 
little Difficulty ; and he may confirm himſelf by the 
Examples of Abundance of licentious and atheiſtical 
Men, whom he will therefore believe to be Men of 
great Wit and Sagacity, the wiſeſt and moſt diſcerning 
Part of: Mankind, becauſe he loves their Opinions, and 
would gladly have a good Authority to juſtify him in the 

embracing of them. | 

And when a Man is thus partial againft Religion, and 
defirous to have it confuted, every little Exception, e- 
very ſarcaſtical and ſharp Reflection upon it, every Si- 
militude by which a Delufion may be repreſented, will 
be allow'd for a ſtrong and unanſwerable Argument; e- 
very. Hebraiſm, unuſual Phraſe, every Propoſition of 
Divine Truth which exceeds his Comprehenſion, every 
Declaration of the Divine Counſel which he diſcerns 
not the Reaſon of, will be a clear Demonſtration that all 
is Forgery and a mere Scarecrow: That eternal Dam- 
nation may be a pretty Contrivance and ingenious Plot 
to keep the Multitude in Awe and Subjection, and ſo 
may be the Inſtrument of wiſe Men, but the Miſtreſs 
and Governeſs of Fools only : That the Fears of Reli- 
ion are but pannick Terrors, but Vizards rnd Mormoes 
or Children to be affrighted with, and that the Hopes 
of Religion are but Caſtles in the Air, vain and deceit- 
ful Promiſes of Happineſs, with the Fancy of which the 
Miſerable and Diſcontented relieve themſelves againſt 
the real Inconveniencies of their preſent Condition. 
That therefore it is perfect Madneſs to forego the Plea- 
ſure of Senſuality, and real Intereſts and Concernments 
of this preſent Life for the Hopes of a pleaſing Dream, 
| or 
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or the Fears and Jealoufies of Ignorance and Superſtiti- 
on. 
Others who are not ſo wiſe to do wickedly, as to be- 
come Infidels firſt, that there may be nothing to make 
them afraid; yet if they have no ſincere Love for God, 
and his Commandments become grievous to them, they 
can find a Way of returning to their beloved Sins with- 
ont Danger, by flattering themſelves with the Hopes 
of repenting to better Purpoſe in old Age, when their 
Temptations ſhall be fewer, and their Obedience to 
the Laws of God leſs painful: And neither Reaſon 
nor Experience will convince them of the Vanity and 
Folly of this Preſumption, tho' a little Conſideration 
would aſſure them, that Habits grow ſtronger by Con- 
tinuance, that the Fountain of Corruption never 
dry up of itſelf, that the Appetites and Affections of 
Men may change indeed naturally, but it will be from 
one ſinful Satisfaction to another, leaving them ſtil] 
under the ſame Neceſſity, and a far greater Difficulty 
of ſubduing their Luſts. That the Cuſtom of ſinning 
will darken the Underſtanding, debauch the Conſci- 
ence, harden the Heart, and ſo take away the firſt 
Cauſes and Capacities of returning to God. | 
And beſide all this, Experience would inform them, 
that Procraſtination is a Malady ſeldom cur'd, that the 
Delays of Repentance are as uſual in old Age as in 
Youth, and (whether ſuch Men grow ſear'd and inſen- 
ſible by Degrees, or are ſurpriz'd by Death while they 
are ſtil] putting the evil Day far from them) for the 
moſt part end in final Impeniteney. | 
But if the Fear of future Puniſhments hath too faſt. 
an Hold n the Conſcience to be thus ſhaken off, 
there are Wiles and Devices of the Devil to cheat 
into Wickedneſs by Religion itſelf ; he can direct all 
their Zeal to Matter of Pomp and Shew, ſuch as are 
apt to procure a great Fame and Reputation of God- 
lineſs, and leave them at in thoſe Matters where 
they may fin with moſt _ ion to themſelves, = 
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leaſt open Scandal to the World. He can inſtruct them 
to build the Sepulchres of the dead Prophets, that with 
leſs Suſpicion of themſelves they may perſecute thoſe 
that are alive: He can teach them to make their Pray- 
'ers long with Abſurdities and vain Repetitions, that 
they may not be ſcrupulous and ſqueamiſn in devour- 
ing Widows Houſes : He can move them to an exact 
Care and Preciſeneſs in tything Mint and Cummin, 
that they may with more Security negle& Juſtice, 
Righteouſneſs — ems ; and if any Attempt be made 
to diſcover this Partiality and Hypocriſy, by ſhewing 
that the moral Duties are of moſt Weight and Conſe- 
quence, that tho* the lower Duties are to be done, yet 
the greater muſt not be left undone; he that would 
thus diſcover the Deluſion and Deceit of their ſpecious 
Pretences to Religion, would fare among them as our 
Saviour did among the Phariſees ; they would be full 
of Fury and Indignation, and brand him as a looſe 
and prophane Man, a Deſtroyer of the Law, an Ene- 
my to the Power of Godlineſs, and a Friend to Publi- 
cans and Sinners. 
But if the Diſguiſe of Hypocriſy put more Reſtraint 
upon a Man (tho' but in little Things, and Trifles in 
Compariſon) than he is willing to endure, there is a 
Way of Hereſy which is — and broader than 
that; it is but calling the Fear of Hell, Bondage, a 
legal Spirit, that needleſs and ſinful Man unacquainted 
with the Goſpel, and the magnify ing and exalting Free 
Grace in — Þ 19g of every elect Sinner from all 
Eternity; and what need any further Trouble to pro- 
cure that Acceptance which we had with God before 
we were born? How injurious are they to the Gift of 
God, who would put Conditions upon that which is 
paſt, which is done and compleated, and that irrevo- 
cably, without any Care or Deſire of ours? There re- 
mains nothing but that we be perſuaded to believe 
our own Election and Juſtification, not as neceſſary to 
obtain the Thing, but the Comfort of it __ 1 
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becauſe ſuch 'a Belief is unreaſonable, and without 
Ground, unleſs all Men were ſo elected and juſtified 
from Eternity, or he that believes that he is in parti- 
cular, aſſur d of it by a Revelation from Heaven; this 
Objection, tho* impoſſible to be anſwer'd, may be 
lighted and contemn'd, as the Attempt of proud and 
corrupt Nature to exalt itſelf againſt Grace, as the 
Impudence of carnal Reaſon in diſputing againſt God, 
as the Enmity of the natural Man to the Things that 
are ſpiritually diſcern'd. 

But nothing ſo effectually debauches thoſe who are 
diſpoſed to be ſerious and apprehenſive of another Life, 
as the ordinary Impoſtures of Schiſm, whereby beſides 
the Complication of all the Miſchiefs of Superſtition 
and Hypocriſy, Men are inclin'd to eſtimate all Good- 
neſs and Truth according to the Humour of that Party 
to which they addict theraſelyes ; to make the Confe- 
deracies and Combinations of a Faction the Fellowſhip 
of good People, and the Communian of Saints; to 
purive the Matter in Difference, tho? never fo ſmall 
in iti-if, with ſo much Eagerneſs, as if it were the one 
Thing neceſſary to Salvation, and the only characteri - 
ſtical Mark of the Children of Cod. From hence Go- 
vernment comes to be diſorder'd, and the People fitced 
for the Impreſſions of every ſeditious Ivcendi-ry, and 
the Obligations of natural Affection to be eaſily diſre- 

the Father ſet againſt the Son, and the Bro- 
ther againſt the Siſter ; and Charity which is the Ful- 
filling of the Law, is eſteem'd Lukewarmneſs and In- 
differency to all Opinions. The ſchiſmatical Spirit will 
make you fait for Strife and Debate, and to ſtribe with 
the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, without any Check or Con- 
troul of Conſcience ; it will teach them to make Con- 
tumely and Diſobedience a Part of their Religion, to 
ſet God and their Rulers in Oppoſition one to another, 
that they may ful fil the Luſts of Envy or Malice, Am- 
bition or Revenge, and pleaſe themſelves all the while 
with the Conceit, that _ are only zealous for Gay 
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and contending on his Side with ſuch as rife up againſt 
him; it will embolden him to deſpiſe the wiſeſt, and 
condemn the beſt Men as ignorant of the Myſteries of 
God, and notwithſtanding all their Exactneſs in legal 
or moral Righteouſneſs, are unacquainted with the 
true Life Spirit of the Goſpel, by which ſtrange 
Preſumption of themſelves, and Prejudice againſt all 
but their own Party, they become moſt miſchievous and 
incorrigible Apoſtates. | 

The Sum of the whole Matter is this: Where the 
Love of God and a Delight in his Commandments is 
the Principle of Obedience, that Man's Faith is built 
upon a Rock, able to endure the Aſſaults of the fier- 
ceſt Tempeſts ; but where a Man is over-aw'd only in- 
to an unwilling Submiſſion to God's Law, 'tis a Thou- 
ſand to one but in ſome of the foremention'd Ways 
he will return to the Commiſſion of his former Sins, 
and become either an open Infidel, or a ſuperſtitious 
 Hypocrite : For without the Habit and Grace of Cha- 
rity, tho' we may be affrighted into a good Begin- 
ning, there is no Security, not ſo much as Likelihood 
of Perſeverance, which is the ſecond Argument of its 
Worthineſs and Fitneſs to be the main Scope and De- 
ſign of the Goſpel. ; 


3. This Grace of Charity is not only a Condition 
of Salvation (as all others are) but it is the immediate 
Preparation and Diſpoſition of the Soul for. the Hap- 

ineſs of Heaven. All the Virtues of Juſtice and 
adence,. Fortitude and Humility, Mortification of 
our inordinate Appetites and Defires, Faith, Hope, 
Patience and Reſignation to God, are but the Trials 
of our Obedience and Sincerity, which God requires 
as the Teſtimonies of our Love and Reverence, and as 
Virtues fit and proper for this State of Imperfection 
and Infirmity, in which we muſt approve ourſelves for 
the Kingdom of Heaven: But in a State of perfe& 
Happineſs, the Reaſon and Uſe of all theſe will _ 
poppin only 
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only Charity ſhall endure for ever, as that Habit of 
Soul in the Sincerity whereof true Holineſs, and in the 
Perfection of which true Happineſs doth conſiſt. If 


we liv'd in Expectation of a Mabometan Paradice, and 


our Reward was to be in the exquiſite Satisfaction of 
Senſe, then the Life of an Epicure would be the beſt 
Preparation for it; by the Uſe and Skill of corporeal 
Pleaſure in this Life, we ſhould learn to enjoy it in the 
next with a more perfe& Reliſh, and we need not be 


taught the Love of God to prepare us for green Pa- 


ſtures, flowry Meadows, ſumptuous Banquets, and all 
the Entertainments the moſt effeminate Senſualiſt can 
fancy or defire. But the Scriptures give us ſuch an 
Account of the Joys of Heaven, as have no Afﬀinity 
with the Pleaſures and Luſts of the Fleſh, as bear no 
Reſemblance but a direct Contradiction to the Delights 
of Senſe. This Body ſhall become ſpiritual and im- 
mortal, not liable to Sickneſs or Decay, and therefore 
not needing the daily Reparation of Meat and Drink, 


or thoſe other Proviſions which this weak Eſtate re- 


quires: The juſt Men made perfect ſhall be as the An- 
gels of God, and tho“ we know but little of their Life 
and Happineſs, yet thus far the Spirit of God repre- 
ſents the = and chief Delight both of the 
Angels and Saints, to conſiſt in the Knowledge, Love, 
and Praiſe of God, in giving Bleſſing, Honour and 
Glory to him that fitter on the Throne, and to the 
Lamb for evermore, 

The Beatifical Viſion of God is not beatifical as a 
mere Speculation, or Knowledge, tho' of the moſt 
perfect Being, but as a neceſſary Cauſe of a paſſionate 
and unſpeakable Love, in which Affection directed to 
the moſt worthy Object, rais'd to the higheſt Degree, 
and maintain'd in that Degree always without Remiſ- 
neſs or Decay, all that we can imagine of perfect Hap- 
pineſs doth conſiſt. | 

The Love of God then is the very formal Cauſe of 
the Happineſs of Heaven, and the beatifical Viſion is 

x a 


1 
* Fg —_ — - 
ö AE. Ie 2 : 8888 . 
* TY * 
— — — — = .— — — — ” — 4 


n 


( 54 ) 


a remoter Cauſe, and the Foundation from whence 
that Love will eternally flow : By which we ſee how 
neceſſary it was for this Grace to be implanted in the 
Hearts of Men, fince without it, as the immediate Ca- 
pacity of Salvation, Heaven itſelf could not make 
them happy. | 
And thus IT have done with the Second Conſidera- 
tion of the Nature of Charity, how fit and worthy it 
is to be the End of this Commandment, or Goſpel. 
I will conclude all in the comprehenſive Words of the 
Author of the Book of Viſdom, where the greateſt 
Part of what J have been diſcourſing of ſeems to be 
briefly compriz'd, Chap. vi. The true Defire of Wiſdom 
is the Defire of Diſcipline, and the Care of Diſcipline 
is Love ; and Lowe is the keeping A her Laws, and the 
giving Heed unto her Laws is the Aſſurance £50 
ruption, and Incorruption draweth us near to God. 


© To God the Father, Sr. 
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